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August Newsletter

A warm welcome to all this winter newsletter. We hope that you are al keeping cosy and dodging the seasons’ ills and chills.

Curator’s report and milestones

Another significant exhibition Te Rautoi, was on during Puanga. Lysaght Watt Gallery was honoured to host Te Rautoi,
one of the key exhibitions commemorating the 50th anniversary of Parininihi Ki Waitotara's establishment. The
exhibition drew inspiration from the powerful ngeri composed in the early 1900s, Rau Te Tai Akina. This ngeri served
as a resolute call to action, urging unity in response to rapatu and breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

There were many comments about how educational it was and the fact that there was such diversity.

The Hue wananga held in collaboration with Ngati Ruanui Whanau Ora and the Library was very exciting and created
a lot of interest for the public. Thank you to Charlotte Stark for organising this. It was a fantastic opportunity for the
Gallery to open its space for other creative adventures.

Whanganui artists have been very complementary about our space and presentation of their works. They look
forward to exhibiting again sometime in the future.

Having exhibiting artists from out of the region, is generally the result of them passing through, visiting and making
contact to have an exhibition. We have a process for becoming part of the schedule which artists are made aware of.

One of the often-heard comments is the perceived lack of opportunity for local artists. We have had a large number of
artists from the South Taranaki and wider regional areas exhibit since our move and we define a local artist as being
from Taranaki, South Taranaki or Hawera. Since the shift to the new space, we have had:

2025 7 exhibitions: 4 South Taranaki, 1 Taranaki, 1 Auckland/Czechoslovakia and 1  Palmerston North
2026 10 exhibitions: 8 South Taranaki, 1 Whanganui and the Arts Award
2027 9 proposed exhibitions, most confirmed 6 local, 1 international/local, 1 Whanganui, 1 Hawkes Bay

We have a process for exhibiting — basically if people want to exhibit, they contact with the gallery exhibition Curator
who will advise the process. Our schedule is 12 — 18 months in advance. There is also opportunity at times to be part
of curated exhibitions ie Arts Coordinator, Toi o Taranaki.

Exhibitions coming up

The Ron Te Kawa exhibition Born Under a Lucky Star is coming — this will be a colourful and creative
extravaganza. Running from 9 August — 14 September 2026, you are welcome to attend the opening event: 5.00 pm
Sunday 9 August 2026.

This exhibition features works by renowned Aotearoa textile artist, Maungarongo (Ron) Te Kawa (Ngati Porou),
alongside new work created by South Taranaki artists at Ron’s Craft Camp Wananga held in July. This will be a
firecracker of a show, bursting with colour, vitality and bling! Curated by STDC Arts Coordinator, Michaela Stoneman, it
will run in conjunction with two workshops. His larger-than-life wall hangings celebrate his love for Te Ao Maori and the
people of the land. Ron exhibits regularly in public galleries throughout Aotearoa and has gained international
residencies.

The first stage of the wananga was attended by thirty keen creatives from South Taranaki, aged 9 years to 70+,
bringing a wide range of interpretations and energy to the kaupapa. For the second stage of this project, wananga



participants all have the opportunity to show their artworks in a curated exhibition alongside Ron’s at Lysaght Watt
Gallery in Hawera.

The opening event will be held at 5.00pm on Sunday 9 August, to acknowledge and celebrate all the artists in
Hawera’s community hub, Te Ramanui o Ruapttahanga.

The exhibition runs until 15 September, promising a showcase of colour and vitality that reflects the wealth of creativity
in our district. Public programmes will run alongside the show, offering more opportunities for authentic community
connection and engagement.

Exhibition commencing 9 August —14 September Te Rautoi exhibition

TEXTILE ART BY RON TE KAWA
& SOUTH TARANAKI ARTISTS
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Volunteers

We continue to thank and appreciate our volunteers who present the friendly and welcoming face of the gallery to our
visitors. New volunteers are always very welcome to join us.

Lysaght Watt Trust Art Awards

79 entries were received for the Lysaght Watt Trust Awards. The selected and non-selected entrants have been
notified. The exhibition will be installed during the week beginning September 20.

EXHIBITIONS AT OTHER GALLERIES

Quirky Fox Gallery—162 High St, Hawera.
‘Faithful’ — opens 5 August

The Village Gallery Eltham

“Capturing the moment” - by Stratford Camera Club 28 July - 22 August

Featuring a diverse collection of prints and projected images by enthusiastic club members, this exhibition showcases
a wide range of photographic styles and subjects. Selected works will also be available for purchase. The club is
known for its welcoming atmosphere, regular field trips, and practical evenings that encourage members to develop
and share their photography skills.

Patea Art Gallery open 10am to 2pm Wednesday to Sunday
Percy Thompson — Stratford  Midnight at the Lighthouse’ and ‘ Lie of the Land’



LYSAGHT WATT GALLERY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
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Annual General Meeting — You're Invited E
-
27 August 2026 -
at Stockley
Lysaght Watt Gallery 126 Sepnber 225
Te Ramanui o Ruapiitahanga
High Street Hawera
Our Annual General Meeting is coming up and we'd
love to see you there. We're especially keen to Tp—
welcome new committee members who are passionate iy
about supporting the gallery and helping it thrive. MA“MA"ARA
Whether you have plenty of time or just a little, your To Remenber and et
ideas, skills and enthusiasm can make a real PR O
difference. Come along, meet like-minded people and R
help shape the future of our gallery and arts community. ~ “ kressma
gotiery to find out how

You must be a financial member to vote - nomination forms

TS A are available from the Lysaght Watt Gallery or 19y 12y 2025
FAMILY AFFAIR secretary.lwg1@gmail.com. Membership enquiries to Lysaght Wett Gllry
7 SEPTENBER - | NOVEMBER 2025 treasurer.wg@gmail.com <
- NING EVENT 3PM SUM 1 TeHiwera
| Everybody is welcome Opeg iy oy
Nou mai, hoere mai!

If you wish to have a say and vote at the AGM you are required to be a financial member. Contact the
Treasurer or Secretary for information and payment details



